
 INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES OF PEI: 
 
 
 

Giant Hogweed 
Heracleum mantegazzianum 

 

CONCERN 
 

Giant hogweed is one of the most hazardous invasive plants found on PEI. Its spread has 

negative ecological, economic, and health effects. Its colossal size, growing taller than 

humans, allows a single plant to occupy a large area, easily crowding out native species 

for space and light. It can grow to form dense monoculture stands in several diverse hab-

itats. It germinates earlier than most native plants, giving giant hogweed an ad-

vantage. Giant hogweed goes to seed only once in its lifetime but produces anywhere 

from 20,000 to 100,000 seeds per plant. Skin contact with the sap of giant hogweed can 

produce a nasty burn. A compound in the sap reacts with light and skin to cause severe 

burns, blistering, and eventually dark scarring. The sap is most abundant in the lower 

stem but can be found in all plant parts. Extreme caution should be exercised if you are 

working near giant hogweed due to this health risk. Never touch the plant with bare skin 

or skin covered in absorbent fabric. Wildlife and livestock can also be subject to hog-

weed burns. This means that habitat and pastureland can be degraded in affected areas, 

as animals will have to avoid the 

giant hogweed. Removal will 

require the purchase of costly 

protective equipment, and giant 

hogweed infestation may result 

in reduced property values. Early 

detection and management of 

this plant is ideal.  

HISTORY 
 

Giant hogweed originally came from Asia. It was introduced to North America as an or-

namental garden plant. It is now found in many provinces throughout Canada, as well as 

a number of US states. There are only a couple of known sites on PEI, and all are con-

tained within private gardens. 

IDENTIFICATION 
 

Giant hogweed has several look-a-likes that grow in PEI, including: cow parsnip, wood-

land angelica, and Queen Anne’s lace. Here are a few features you can use to positively 

identify giant hogweed: 

• Grows much taller than 

the look-a-likes at 5 m 

tall 
  

• Umbrella-shaped flow-

ering portion can be 

1.5m in diameter       
j 

• Hollow stem covered 

with purple streaks and 

spots 

• Stems covered in coarse 

hairs and purple bumps. 
 

• Many white flowers bloom 
in June-August 

 

• Leaves are deeply-lobed, 
have sharply-jagged edges 
and 3 leaflets 

 

• Seeds are oval-shaped with 
4 dark lines 

What are invasive  

species? 
 

Invasive species (IS) are spe-

cies that are introduced to an 

area outside of their native 

range and have the ability to 

outcompete native species. IS 

can be introduced   intention-

ally or unintentionally.  

 

Why are invasive 

species a problem? 
 

Once they establish, invasive 

plants can reproduce quickly 

because they have no natural 

predators or pathogens to 

keep them in check, and they 

often become the dominant 

species in an ecosystem. This 

can have devastating effects 

on the environment. IS can 

displace native plants by mo-

nopolizing space, light, water 

and other resources needed 

for growth. They can com-

pletely alter native plant 

communities and drastically 

lower biodiversity. IS can 

also adversely affect the 

economy and human health, 

and interfere with recreation-

al activities. 

Giant hogweed 
burn on hand. 



 

CONTROL 
 

Due to the inherent dangers of managing giant hogweed, it is important that you consult 

with a professional before beginning removal work. Work must be conducted using prop-

er  personal prospective equipment (PPE). Find a complete list of PPE to be worn on our 

webpage under “Management”. Before beginning management, make sure it is indeed 

giant hogweed you are dealing with. The plant has many look-a-likes both native and in-

vasive including cow parsnip, woodland angelica, wild chervil, and seaside angeli-

ca. Some people even confuse giant hogweed with Queen Anne’s lace, even though it is 

much, much smaller. Begin management early in the spring when plants are relatively 

small, preferably in May to early June. This will also allow you to manage the plant be-

fore it flowers or gets too large, as smaller plants are easier to manage. If managing after 

flowers have formed, carefully cut and remove seed heads and place them in a clear plas-

tic bag to prevent accidental dispersal of seeds that may have formed. You may need to 

place the bag over the seed head before making the cut to prevent seed dispersal.  See our 

webpage for more information on giant hogweed control. 
 

DISPOSAL 
Place invasive plants in a clear plastic bag and secure. Write plant name (or "invasive 

plant") on the bag. Place in waste cart (you can also have up to 2 excess bags beside your 

cart) OR bring them to any Waste Watch Drop-Off Center and pay applicable waste dis-

posal fee. Businesses and residents disposing of  loads greater than what would fit in a 

half-ton truck require a permit from the Department of Environment Energy, and Climate 

Action Special Waste Disposal Permit | Government of Prince Edward Island. After re-

ceiving the permit, businesses and residents will be directed to an appropriate final dis-

posal facility. Please note that only loads for which permits have been issued will be ac-

cepted at these facilities. Please check the IWMC sorting guide  www.iwmc.pe.ca/sort  

(type Invasive Species in the search window) to ensure these instructions are up to date. 

GARDEN ALTERNATIVES 
 

 

Red elderberry, Sambucus racemose, is native to 

PEI. It grows to be 2-6ft, which is much shorter than 

giant hogweed. However, like giant hogweed, it produc-

es clusters of small white flowers at the ends of branch-

es. These flowers yield red berries which attract many 

forms of wildlife. 

 

Spotted Joe-Pye weed, Eupatorium maculatum, is na-

tive to PEI. It is much shorter than giant hogweed. It produces 

bunches of pink flowers at the tops of  it’s stalks, which are 

known to attract butterflies.  

 
 

Alternate-leaf dogwood, Cornus alternifolia, is 

native to PEI. It grows to be up to 25ft tall. It’s oval-

shaped leaves are alternately arranged and can appear to 

form a circle around the end of branches. Clusters of 

small white flowers form at the end of branches, which 

give way to blue-black berries in the fall. This tree can 

bring a dramatic feel to a garden because it’s branches 

form distinct horizontal layers.   

How can you help? 
 

Here are a few things you 
can do to help stop the intro-
duction and spread of alien 
invasive species: 
 

• Learn more about invasive 
species in PEI, including 
how to identify species of 
concern 

 

• Choose native species 
whenever possible 

 

• Carefully inspect and 
clean clothing, gear, ani-
mals, and vehicles before 
visiting a new natural area 

 

• Never dump garden or 
pond waste in a natural 
area 

 
 

• Report your IS sightings 
to the PEIISC. 

 
How to report: 
Record any invasive species 

sightings at  

https://www.eddmaps.org/

report/  

OR 

https://www.inaturalist.org/  

OR contact 

peiinvasives@gmail.com  

Photos provided by and copyright belongs to: Beth Hoar of Green Thumb Photog-
raphy, Rüdiger Wölk, Marc Ryckaert, Horia Varlan, Jaknouse  
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